Attorney Docket No. 06753.0555 
Application No. 10/627,628 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

What is claimed is: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A connector comprising: 

a connector housing having a terminal receiving side configured to receive a 
terminal and an engaging side opposite the terminal receiving side : 

a locking member [fonll having an end fixed to a wall of the connector housing 
between the terminal receiving side and the engaging side and a distal free end being 
configured to lock with a mating member; 

a holder matod w i th configured for insertion into the engaging side of the 
connector housing and bo i ng conf i gured to hold the terminal; and 

a locking mechanism configured to lock the wall of the connector housing and to. 
the holder w i th oach othor aga i nst tho locking mombo r to resist deflection of the wall 
during flexure of the locking member . 

2. (Original) The connector according to claim 1 , wherein the locking 
mechanism includes a dovetail joint. 

3. (Currently Amended) The connector according to claim 2, wherein the 
dovetail joint includes[[,]]: 
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a dovetail groove provided [[to]]Jn one of the connector housing and the 

holder[[,]]; and 

a locking projection provided rftoll on the other one of the connector housing and 
the holder and b ei ng i ns e rt e d i n configured to slidablv engage the dovetail groove. 

4. (Currently Amended) The connector according to claim [[1]]_3, 
wherein at least one of the dovetail groove and the locking projection converges 

in an insertion direction of the holder into the connector housing. 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Currently Amended) A connector comprising: 

a connector housing having a terminal receiving side configured to receive 
terminal fixtures inside of the connector housing , an engaging side opposite the terminal 
receiving side, and an outer peripheral wall disposed between the terminal receiving 
side and the engaging side ; 

a looking mombor i nclud i ng an arm hav i ng an ond supported by an outor 
por i phoral wa ll , and conf i gured to lock w i th a mat i ng connoctor i n an ongagomont state 
duo to flexib l e deformation of tho arm; 

a front holder inserted in the connector housing from ffanll the engaging side of 
the connector housing for preventing the terminal fixtures from falling IToffll out of the 
connector housing ; and 
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a fl e x - pr e vont i on l ock i ng m e chan i sm plurality of dovetail joints disposed between 

the outer peripheral wall and the front holder for preventing the outer peripheral wall 

from flexing. 

7. (New) The connector of claim 1 , wherein the locking mechanism includes 
a plurality of dovetail joints distributed across the wall of the connector housing. 

8. (New) The connector of claim 1 , wherein the locking mechanism is 
aligned with a sliding engagement direction of the holder. 

9. (New) The connector of claim 1 , further including a retention mechanism 
configured to resist separation of the holder from the connector housing. 

1 0. (New) The connector of claim 9, wherein the retention mechanism 
includes at least one locking projection located on one of the holder and the connector 
housing and configured to engage a channel located on the other of the holder and the 
connector housing. 

1 1 . (New) The connector of claim 10, wherein the at least one projection 
includes at least one provisional projection for retaining the holder in a first position 
relative to the connector housing and at least one primary projection for retaining the 
holder in a second position relative to the connector housing. 
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12. (New) The connector of claim 10, further including a flexible locking arm 
disposed on one of the holder and the connector housing and configured to retain the 
terminal. 

13. (New) The connector of claim 12, further including an arm deformation 
preventor located on the other of the holder and the connector housing and configured 
to prevent the flexible locking arm from flexing when the holder is engaged with the 
connector housing. 

14. (New) The connector of claim 6, further including a locking member 
including an arm having an end supported by the outer peripheral wall, and configured 
to lock with a mating connector in an engagement state due to flexible deformation of 
the arm. 

1 5. (New) The connector according to claim 6, wherein each of the plurality of 
dovetail joints includes: 

a dovetail groove provided on one of the connector housing and the holder; and 
a locking projection provided on the other one of the connector housing and the 

holder and configured to slidably engage the dovetail groove, 

wherein at least one of the dovetail groove and the locking projection converges 

in an insertion direction of the holder into the connector housing. 
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16. (New) The connector of claim 6, further including a retention mechanism 
configured to resist separation of the holder from the connector housing. 

17. (New) The connector of claim 16, wherein the retention mechanism 
includes at least one locking projection located on one of the holder and the connector 
housing and configured to engage a channel located on the other of the holder and the 
connector housing. 

18. (New) The connector of claim 6, further including a flexible locking arm 
disposed on one of the holder and the connector housing and configured to retain the 
terminal. 

19. (New) The connector of claim 18, further including an arm deformation 
preventor located on the other of the holder and the connector housing and configured 
to prevent the flexible locking arm from flexing when the holder is engaged with the 
connector housing. 

20. (New) A method of assembling a terminal into a connector, the method 
comprising: 

inserting a terminal into a terminal receiving side of a connector housing; 

slidably inserting a holder into an engaging side of the connector housing, the 
engaging side being opposite the terminal receiving side and the holder being 
configured to hold the terminal within the connector housing; and 
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locking a wall of the connector housing disposed between the terminal receiving 

side and the engaging side to the holder via at least one dovetail joint to reduce 

movement of the wall during assembly of the connector housing with a mating member. 

21 . (New) The method of claim 20, wherein the at least one dovetail joint 
includes a dovetail groove disposed on one of the connector housing and the holder 
and a projection disposed on the other of the connector housing and the holder, wherein 
at least one of the dovetail groove and the projection converges in an insertion direction 
of the holder into the connector housing to tighten a fit between the dovetail groove and 
the projection as the holder is slidably inserted into the connector housing. 
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